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CLERK’S COMMENTS 
 
By the time you read this I will have been the new Clerk of the 

Charity for over three months. And what a great time I’ve had! 

It has been a real pleasure to meet so many of you on the day 

trips to Woburn Safari Park and the Bluebell Railway and I am 

very much looking forward to spending more time with those of 

you who are going on the holiday to Hayling Island. I am hoping 

that my partner, Patricia will also be coming for at least part of 

that holiday and if she does, I’m sure you will give her as great a 

welcome as you have given me. 

You will all have received a rather formal letter from me about 

something called the General Data Protection Regulations 

(GDPR). Paul Leverton mentioned this in the last newsletter but 

since then it has become apparent that we need to get each 

individual member to agree for us to keep and use their personal 

data to contact them. If you haven’t already done so, please  

complete the form I sent you and send it back to me straight 

away, in the prepaid envelope provided. Please note, if you do 

not indicate ‘yes’ for contact by post we will not be able to send 

this newsletter to you in the future. Thank you very much to those 

of you who have already sent their forms back.  

A number of you have enquired about the ‘Lion King’ theatre trip 

that was included in the outings list we sent you with the last 

Newsletter. Unfortunately, it transpired that the theatre was not 

able to take large group bookings for performances before the 

middle of September. However, the good news is that we have 

now secured 102 tickets for the matinee performance on 

Wednesday 26
th
 September. 

Because we know that some who said they wanted to go last 

time may not now be able to, we have included the ‘Lion King’ 

again on the list you’ve received with this newsletter. If you wish 

to go, please tick that trip, even if you did so before. In the event 

that more people want to go than we have tickets, priority will be 

given to those who said ‘yes’ last time. 



Lastly, I wanted to remind you that the Charity has a grants fund 

that we use to help people who need new household items but 

can’t afford them. This can range from small items like slippers 

and anti-slip mats to large items like beds and kitchen 

appliances. If you would like to enquire about a grant, either for 

yourself or someone else, please contact Philippa. 

 

 

 
VISITORS VIEW  
 
I’m very sorry that I missed the year’s Bricklane pantomime but 

unfortunately I was ‘snowed in’ at home. We had eight inches of 

snow overnight and made it impossible for me to attend. I’ve 

heard from many of you that it was a great show and an 

opportunity to say goodbye to Paul, as it was his last trip out with 

you before leaving. I’m hoping that I won’t miss next year’s show! 

Andy commenced working for the charity when Paul left at the 

end of March. I know that many of you have now met and 

welcomed him, as he has been on several of the recent trips and 

will look forward to getting to know him better whilst on the 

holidays. 



We were at Woburn Safari Park at the end of April and were able 

to enjoy seeing exotic animals whilst getting some interesting 

facts about them whilst on the guided tour. We were even able to 

see the mischievous monkeys up close! 

We had our first trip to Bluebell Railway at Sheffield Park in May, 

followed by the other two day trips in June. Due to large numbers 

who wanted to go, it had to be split into three separate days. I 

hope you all enjoyed the scenery and lunch whilst on the train. 

As usual please complete and return the form enclosed with the 

newsletter regarding outings. Please remember to write your 

name at the top of the form, as we always get one or two which 

are not named and therefore we are unable to invite them.  

Please also let me know if you are interested in having our 

mobile hairdresser, Sue White or beauty therapist, Deborah 

Walker for hand and footcare. 

CHAIRMAN’S CORNER 
 
Summer is here after a cold spring and I hope that you are all 
enjoying the warm weather. 
 
The Trustees took Paul Leverton our Clerk and his wife Annie to 
Dinner at the end of March to wish him well in his retirement. 
 
Our new Clerk Andy Murphy is settling in well and is starting to 
get to know you all. I hope that those of you who are going on 
one of the holidays and outings this Summer will have a good 
time. 
 
Some of you will notice that we have changed what we call the 
payments you get from the Charity, from “Pension” to “Charitable 
Payment”. This is to help avoid problems for those of you who 
claim housing or other benefits. The payments should not be 
counted as ‘income’ by the Council or DWP when they calculate 
your benefits. If you have any problems related to your payments, 
please let Andy or Philippa know. 



 
Ken Hayes 
Chairman 
 

 
 
A Few Words from Paul Leverton…. 
 
I am penning these words while sipping a glass of wine, looking 
over a sea shimmering in the sun, with the isles of Eigg and Rum 
beyond.  Annie and I are in Scotland on holiday for a month; such 
are the benefits of retirement.   
 
I want to say a big thank you for all your generous gifts and good 
wishes for my retirement.  I have enough to buy a new salmon 
rod, reel and line which is just what I want because my old rod is 
heavy, ancient and hard work.   
 
I am not certain that I will think of you every time I cast, but I will 
salute you each time I catch a fish.  So thanks to all of you and I  
and will leave you in the capable hands of Andy (who says he 
loves the job) and Philippa.   
 
Have a lovely summer. 

Regards Paul  
 



 
 
PHONE SCAMS 

It has been brought to my attention that many of our members 

have been targeted on the phone by scammers. In the UK there 

are 8 scam calls every second and 80% of the phone scam 

victims are over 55. 

What are phone scams? 

A phone scam is where fraudsters call you on the phone (known 

as ‘vishing’), or send you a text message (known as ‘smishing’), 

to try and trick you into giving them personal information, bank 

details or money. A common trick is to impersonate a trusted 

organisation, such as your bank or utility company and say that 

you have been a victim of fraud, or that there is a potential 

security issue on your account. They will then ask questions 

about your personal or financial details so they can ‘fix’ the 

problem. This information is then used to access your bank 

account and take money. 



It might be a scam if: 

 you’re asked to authorise the transfer of money to a new 

account 

 you’ve never heard of the company or person before 

 you’re asked to hand over cash 

 you’re asked to give your Pin or passwords in full (on the 

phone or via text). Your bank or the police will never ask you 

for this information 

 the person says that they’ll send someone to your home to 

collect cash, bank cards or anything else 

 you’re asked to send personal or banking information. 

If you're contacted by anyone asking you for personal details or 

passwords (such as for your bank account number), you should 

take steps to check the true identity of the organisation. Ask the 

caller to verify their identity by asking them to give you details 

that only that company would know, such as details of your 

service contract or how much you pay per month. 

If you still have concerns about the caller's identity, you should 

hang up and call the company back, and preferably from a 

different phone. 

Never disclose the following details: 

 your four digit card Pin, not even to your bank or the police 

 your full password or online banking codes 

 your personal details, such as your address and date of 

birth, unless you are sure who you are talking to. 

 IF IN DOUBT HANG UP 

 
 



Happy Bus Pass Outings 2018 
 
This is a friendly informal group of older people not a formal 
organisation. People come at their own risk and must be able to 
look after themselves. New people are always welcome. 
 
To attend an outing all you need to do is be at Waterloo Action 
Centre, 14 Baylis Rd, SE1 7AA by 11am on a Wednesday. All 
places visited are free so there should be no cost for any outing, 
provided you bring your Freedom Pass.  It is suggested you bring 
sandwiches as the group find somewhere to eat them together. 
Below is a list of the outings. 
 

July  11 Cassiobury Park Watford Large Park. Has green flag 
award for over 10 consecutive years and in 2017 has 
been voted one of the top ten parks in the UK. 
Includes 2 cafes . 1h10m. 
https://www.watford.gov.uk/cassioburypark. 

 18 Visit to St Albans. Historic cathedral city. Leave 
10:30 http://www.enjoystalbans.com 

 25 Gunnersbury Park and Museum London W3. 
Museum reopens following 4 year restoration project. 
Purchased for the nation from the Rothschild family, it 
was opened to the public by Neville Chamberlain, on 
21 May 1926. Inc café. 1h 
http://www.visitgunnersbury.org 

August 1  Forty Hall Estate Leave 10:30. a manor house of the 
1620s in Forty Hill in Enfield, north London. The 
house, a Grade I listed building, is today used as a 
museum by the London Borough of Enfield. Within the 
grounds is the site of the former Tudor Elsyng Palace. 
Inc café, farm(£), shop. 1h30m 
https://www.fortyhallestate.co.uk          
 

 08 
 

Swanley Park Leave 10:30. a beautifully undulating 
60 acre park located between Swanley and Hextable 
which provides the biggest green lung of the parish 
and is one of the most popular and well used parks in 
the region 1h40m 
http://swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk/swanley-park/ 

https://www.watford.gov.uk/cassioburypark
http://www.enjoystalbans.com/
http://www.visitgunnersbury.org/
https://www.fortyhallestate.co.uk/
http://swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk/swanley-park/


 15 
 

Valentines Mansion & Gardens Ilford 17th century 
mansion is set in formal garden which is Grade II 
listed. Inc café. 1h 
http://www.valentinesmansion.com/index.php 

 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 

Trip to Westerham Leave 10:30. Nestling in the 
valley of the ancient River Darent with some of Kent’s 
finest countryside, Westerham is a charming Market 
Town. Its roots can be traced back to the Vikings and 
the Romans. 1h30m 
http://www.visitwesterham.org.uk 

 29 
 

Orleans House Gallery and Gardens Twickenham 
Gallery sited in a picturesque woodland garden by the 
Thames. Reopened in March following 17 month 
restoration. Includes café and shop.  50m 
https://www.orleanshousegallery.org 

September 5 
 

Trip to Windsor Leave 10:30 Greenline from Victoria. 
About 2hrs. 
https://www.windsor.gov.uk 

 12 
 

Bushy Park Bushy is the second largest Royal Park, 
with an area of 445 hectares (1,099 acres). Located to 
the north of Hampton Court Palace, it is home to 
around 320 free-roaming deer. 1hr 
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/bushy-park 

 19 
 

Brompton Cemetery Regarded as one of the finest 
Victorian Metropolitan cemeteries in the country. A 
formal layout with a central avenue leads to a chapel 
based on St Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Amongst its 
shady walks are over 35,000 monuments – many of 
historical importance. Also a rich variety of wildlife – 
including birds, butterflies and squirrels. 
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/brompton-
cemetery 

 26 
 

Museum of London Docklands Last year, a Roman 
sarcophagus was found near to Harper Road in 
Southwark. The sarcophagus will be placed on public 
display for the first time, alongside the skeletons and 
cremated remains of 28 Roman Londoners found 
during archaeological excavations of ancient 
cemeteries. 
https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-london-
docklands/whats-on/exhibitions/roman-dead 

     

http://www.valentinesmansion.com/index.php
http://www.visitwesterham.org.uk/
https://www.orleanshousegallery.org/
https://www.windsor.gov.uk/
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/bushy-park
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/brompton-cemetery
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/brompton-cemetery
https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-london-docklands/whats-on/exhibitions/roman-dead
https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-london-docklands/whats-on/exhibitions/roman-dead


If you cannot come on these outings but would like to be involved 
in the future please leave your contact details for Jenny at WAC. 
Tel no 0207 261 1404 or jennystileswac@gmail.com 
 

Dates for Diaries 
 
Saturday 7

th
 July  

Pride in London Parade. Parade and free Festivities in Trafalgar 
Square 
 
Tuesday 10

th
 July 

RAF100 Parade and Flypast at the Mall.1,500 servicemen and 
women marching in the RAF 100 Parade. 100

th
 year celebrations 

inc flypast featuring 100 current and historic aircraft over 
Buckingham Palace. 
 
Friday 13

th
 July. 

Waterloo Carnival. Parade, stalls and refreshments in the 
Waterloo Millennium Green.2pm. 
 
Saturday 14

th
 July 

Mint Street Music Festival at the Mint Street Park. Free family 
friendly music festival. 
 
Friday 20

th
-22

nd
 July 

Thames traditional Boat Festival at Fawley Meadows in Henley 
 
Saturday 25

th
-27

th
 August 

Notting Hill Carnival 
 
Saturday 15

th
 September 

Bermondsey Street Festival at Bermondsey Street. Stalls, music 
performances from Leathermarket Gardens to Tanner Street 
Park. 
 
Check out our website at www.stgeorgethemartyrcharity.com 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jennystileswac@gmail.co
http://www.stgeorgethemartyrcharity.com/
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